
 

Message from Mrs Franceschi   
We began this week with Year 4 visiting Newhaven Fort, as part of 
their World War 1 curriculum focus. Jellyfish class visited St 
Michael’s church and Year 1 visited the Fire Station. The children all 
thoroughly enjoyed their experiences, which extended and 
consolidated the learning, which has been taking place in lessons. 
In addition, our choir performed brilliantly at the Mayor’s Christmas 
Carol Concert on Tuesday evening.  
The author David Fuller, spent the day with us on Wednesday. He 
spoke with children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. He also spent time with a 
group of Year 2 children, reading an extract to them from his newest 
book.  
Children and staff are looking forward to welcoming you to our KS1 
Nativity and KS 2 Carol Concert performances next week. The 
Nativity will be taking place on Tuesday and Friday morning and the 
KS 2 Carol Concert will be on Wednesday and Thursday morning. 
Attendance 
Our attendance cup was presented to 4S, who achieved 98.1% 
attendance last week.  4S was also the class with the most improved 
attendance. The class with the best attendance so far this academic 
year continues to be Year 5, with 96.9% attendance.  
Please remember that you can send your child in to school when 
they might be feeling a bit low or under the weather. We have 
trained first aiders in the school, and we will always contact you if 
their situation worsens. We can also administer medicines, such as 
Calpol; ask the office for further details.  
Obviously, we would like to see all children in school every day, but 
we do understand that this is not possible if your child is extremely ill 
and has a temperature.  
If your child does miss school, parents/carers should contact the 
school, before the start of the day, on each day that your child is not 
in school.  
Student Care Group 
On Tuesday, our Student Care Group pupils were filmed being 
questioned about Breakwater Academy and what it feels like to be 
part of STEP Academy Trust. When asked what it feels like to be at 
Breakwater Academy, I have been reliably informed that the children 
said, ‘Everyone is kind, the children all learn well and will grow up to 
be successful.’ The photos and video will form part of a film which 
will appear on the STEP Academy Trust website in the near future. 
 

Date: Friday 9th December   

 
Twitter – Join us on Twitter for 
all the latest activities at our 
school. @BreakwaterAcad 

 
Dates for your diary –  
Tuesday 13th December 
Reception and KS1 Nativity 9.15am 
Year 6 to Seahaven to see Xmas Show 
Wednesday 14th December  
KS2 Carol Concert 9.15am 
School Christmas lunch  
Thursday 15th December  
KS2 Carol Concert 9.15am 
Friday 16th December 
Reception and KS 1 Nativity 9.15am 
End of term 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
First day of term 3 
Monday 9th January 2023 
Afterschool clubs begin this week 
Friday 3rd February  
PTA Valentine’s Disco 
 

 



Changes to the school day from Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
A letter was sent to everyone last month, outlining changes to the school day. The changes are in 
response to the Department for Education’s White Paper (March 2022), which states that the 
expectation is that all main-stream schools will deliver a minimum school week of 32.5 hours, as 
soon as they can and from September 2023 at the latest.  
In order to meet the minimum expectation at Breakwater Academy, we propose that gates will open 
5 minutes prior to the start of the school day and there will be an additional 10 minutes added to 
the end of the school day. From Tuesday 03 January 2023, the school day will be as follows: 
Gates open: 8.35am 
Registration: 8.40am 
School finish time: 3.10pm 
We hope that you will welcome these changes, which will meet our statutory duty and have 
positive outcomes for our children’s education. Please contact the school office, in the first 
instance, if you have any worries or concerns.  

Go Jack!  
Last month, Jack in Year 5, completed a challenge for the Bobby Moore Bowel Cancer Fund. 
He was doing ‘keepy uppies’ every day throughout November. Jack is pleased to announce 
that he raised a massive £440! Congratulations Jack, for your hard work and determination 
in completing the challenge, and in managing to achieve 32 kick ups in a row!  

 

Year 4 Trip to Newhaven Fort 
On Monday, 4S enjoyed a trip to Newhaven Fort. Pupils listened to a WW1 focused talk, asking and 
answering questions using their prior knowledge. Guided by a Fort facilitator, pupils used original 
WW1 artefacts to explore the lives of soldiers involved in trench warfare. Staff at the Fort said the 
pupils were a credit to Newhaven and their school - well done 4S.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



PTA raffle draw 
PTA Christmas raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 14th December at 3.15pm. Children 
should have brought home tickets to purchase for the raffle however more are available 
from the school office.  
 

Reception visit to St Michael’s Church 
Message from Miss West: 
On Tuesday, our Reception pupils had an exciting visit to St Michael’s Church. I was so proud 
of how successful the pupils were, and how well they represented the school.  The pupils 
were able to complete a variety of activities at the Church such as, ring the bell and 
decorate the altar for visitors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 1 Visit to the Fire Station 
Children in Year 1 are learning about the Great Fire of London. The children enjoyed visiting 
Newhaven Fire Station. They got to speak to firefighters, have a look at the fire engine and 
have a go at using some of the firefighting equipment. The children got the chance to use 
the hose to spray the training tower and cars. They also enjoyed seeing Miss Jones dressed 
up as a firefighter!  
 
 
Breakwater Academy Choir Performance 
The Breakwater Choir was invited to visit St Michael’s Church for the Mayor’s Christmas 
Carol Concert. The pupils had practised the lyrics to various Christmas songs, and worked 
well together to perform to an audience at the church. The Newhaven Mayor commended 
the pupils on their performance, as well as, how successful they were at the church. Thanks 
to Miss West for her hard work with the choir and to Miss West and Mrs Sarjeant for 
supporting the children at the church on Tuesday evening. 
 
Christmas lunch Wednesday 14th December 
We are all looking forward to our delicious Christmas lunch on Wednesday. To enhance this 
festive occasion, children are invited to come into school wearing their Christmas jumpers. 
Without giving too much away, there might also be a special visitor in the afternoon … 
 
Last day of term 16th December 2022  
On the last day of term, sports clubs will run as normal until 4pm. Seagulls will close earlier 
at 4pm. 



 
After School Clubs January 2023 
A revised programme of after school clubs will be starting week beginning 9th January 2023. 
The programme will be available at the start of next term when booking will open.  
 
Fun Day menu – Friday 16th December  

 

 

South Downs Forest School  
Come and join us on December 17th for a Family Forest School session where we will be 
making some Christmas crafts from natural materials in the woods, plus a campfire and hot 
drink/ snack. 

 
The morning session for the Family Christmas Forest School event is now full but we will 
now be running an afternoon session too from 1pm until 3pm.  The cost is £8 per person (2 
and under are free). 
 
Please let me know if you would like a place and I will send you further information. 
 
Look forward to hearing from you! 
lynneshersby@southdownsforestschool.co.uk 



SOCCERFIX ARE COMING TO NEWHAVEN 



Holiday food and fun! 

The December school holidays are approaching! The 
Government’s Holiday activities and food (HAF) 
programme funds a range of exciting activities for young 

people. The activity sessions are free to children who receive benefits-related free 
school meals. Parents and carers can check if they qualify by reading the East 
Sussex County Council website Free school meals page. 

  

All HAF sessions include a healthy meal and are free to those on benefit-related 
free school meals. A smaller number of places will also be available to children 
and young people who: 

 Referred to Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
 Disabled, those with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), those with 

other special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) or on the disability 
register. 

 Young Carers 
 Have a disabled sibling 
 Referred to the School Mental Health Teams 
 Gypsy, Roma & Traveller 
 Supported by “Family Focus”/“Troubled Families” services 
 Children in Need (CiN), children on a Child Protection Plan (CP) and Looked 

After Children (LAC) 
 LGBTQ+ 
 Ukrainian Guests 

There is a great range of clubs spread across multiple venues in East Sussex. They 
all offer a free healthy meal. Activities include sport, art, theatre, forest school, 
animation, music, computer coding and crafts. 

You can find out what’s available and book a place on the HAF booking website. 

Also available: Active primary Sports – book via their own website. 

Thank you for helping us to ensure that as many young people as possible take 
part. Like you, we want them to have a great winter holiday. 

You will find more information about the programme on the ESCC Holiday Food and 
Fun webpage. 

  



 
Free animation workshops in Newhaven this holiday - For families in receipt 
of FSM 
Free 1-day festive animation and feel-good food workshops for children age 7 -14 who have 
Special Educational Needs. 
  
Animator Lara Leslie, of local company Press Play Films (pressplayfilms.co.uk) is hosting 
some free 1-day animation workshops for children, aged 7 to 14, at the Lewes Road Hut in 
Newhaven (19 to 22 December). 
  
At these winter themed animation workshops we will encourage children to produce 
animations celebrating the natural world of winter. We will start the day with a group walk, 
collecting natural resources for children's' animations. 
  
Once we have gathered resources, children will design their animations using the broad 
theme; 'celebration in winter'. Children will use clay modelling and lighting to enhance their 
film sets and natural world sounds in the final films. 
  
During workshops, children will learn the key features of stop motion animation, how to 
produce a storyboard, how to operate cameras, the fundamentals of composition and 
framing and how to use animation software. As part of the experience we will hold a 
screening of the films with parents and siblings at the end each day. Children are also sent 
their films as MP4s, to keep and share. 
  
In addition, Nutritionist and chef Lucie Simon of Eat Fresh and Feel Good 
(eatfreshandfeelgood.com) will be providing a healthy, vegetarian lunch each day and 
baking healthy fruit pies with the children. 
  
For more information and to sign up visit: 
  
Dec 19 and 20th (with SEND support)  -  Stop Motion Anime & Cookery ( with SEND) with 
Press Play Films and Eat Fresh and Feel Good · Eequ 
  
Early booking is recommended. 
  
Parents welcome to stay or to drop off (if staying please book an additional space for the 
adult too). 
  

 
 
 

 

 


